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soon made him a familiar figure. It was also observed
that he used to employ his umbrella as a pointer
on the blackboard during his lectures. This social
and educational work was the beginning of his
interest in municipal affairs; and it is at least possible
that, had he remained a prosperous business man,
happy in the companionship of his wife and children,
he would never have entered into public life. In
which case Birmingham would owe much to his
grief. As it was he began slowly to take an interest
in the public work of the town, and in 1865 was
present as one of the rank and file when the Birming-
ham Liberal Association was formed.

Meanwhile, in accordance with Harriet's wish, her
two children were placed under the care of her
unmarried sister at Berrow Hall, where their father
came to live also. But not all his business and public
work, nor even the knowledge that his children were
well and tenderly cared for, could still the unease
which haunted Chamberlain's heart. "That great !
and terrible loss constantly in my mind/' he wrote,
"left me always with a sense of insecurity and a
dread of possibilities which were too full of pain to
dwell on continually." But his salvation was at
hand. Florence Kenrick was growing up, and he
felt drawn to her both by her resemblance to her
cousin and by the ways in which she differed from
her. By the time she was out of *her teens his mind
was made up, and on the 8th of June 1868 she became
his wife. Of this marriage Neville Chamberlain, born
in the following year was the eldest child and only
son.

Once again Joseph Chamberlain had found an ideal
wife. In his own words "there was no thought or
atction she did not share with me." They lived at
Southbourne, then a green and open suburb, where
Seville Chamberlain was born* His interests and